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Prior to the development of the first lasers in the 1960s, optical coherence was not a subject with which many
scientists had much acquaintance, even though early contributions to the field were made by several distinguished
physicists, including Max you Lane, Erwin Schrodinger and Frits Zernike. However, the situation changed once it
was realized that the remarkable properties of laser light depended on its coherence. An earlier development that
also triggered interest in optical coherence was a series of important experiments by Hanbury Brown and Twiss in
teh 1950s,showing that, correlations between the fluctuations of mutually coherent beams of thermal light could be
measured by photoelectric correlation and two-photon coincidence counting experiments. The interpretation of
these experiments was, however, surrounded by controversy, which emphasized the need for understanding the
coherence properties of light and their effect on the interaction between light and matter.
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