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It is my great pleasure to share some impressions of my great friend, Hai Xiang whom | have met on both coasts of
the North American continent —— at the beginning and the end of his great American odyssey.Xiang is a unique
individual with a rare combination of talent, warmth, and ingenuity. His openness and inquisitive nature are
remarked on by almost everyone who meets him. His stories and images of the United States are destined to
become classics both here and abroad, As an American | am struck by Xiang's ability to see and understand my
compatriots and their landscapes as they really are.Xiang's unusual approach to travel is what drew me to him right
from the start. As inexperienced traveler myself, I know that a willingness to ask questions and listen carefully to the
answers is the key to a full experience on the road. Xing's insatiable curiosity about me, my family, and our lives
along with his own candidness proved to be an irresistible combination. Within a few minutes of meeting Xiang, |
knew we had become great friends. At the time, neither us knew that | would be the first stop on his epic tour of the
United States. Even less did either of us suspect that six months later | would also be his final stop——six thousand
miles to the east.”
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