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(0 O As for language learningl] many people believe thatyoung children are the best second language learners.
Infactl] studies have shown that teenagers and adults are inmany ways better at learning a new language
thanchildrend except in the area of pronunciation. This isprobably because they have already known their
firstlanguage and can use some of their knowledge aboutlanguage and language learning when learning a
secondlanguage. However[ this doesnt answer the important question] what is the best age to learn a
newlanguagel]

This question cannot be answered so simply.[] [0 Some experts think that the sooner a child starts to learn a
second language the better. It cer-tainly seems to make sense that the earlier you startl]1 the more progress you will
make comparedwith someone who siarts later. However[1 this is not the case[] particularly if the second
languagecomes to take the place of the first language. And when the first language doesnt develop proper-ly[]

there is the danger that the child is not good at either of the two languages. It has been foundthat older learners of a
language are more efficientd] so they may need less time to learn thanyounger learners. Also] of courseld if more
time is spent learning a second language during theschool day[] then some other subjects must be cut to make way
for it. This may not be desirable.
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