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0000 The High Seas International law recognizes that the high seas are open to every state for thepurposes of
navigation, overflight, laying of submarine cables and pipelinesand scientific research. The general rule provides
that all states are to respect thefreedom of the high seas and that no state may acquire sovereignty over parts ofthe
high seas. The 1982 Convention provides in Article 86 that[l such rules may apply to all parts of the sea that are
not included in the EEZ, inthe territorial sea or in the internal waters of a state, or in the archipelagic wa-ters or an
archipelagic state. Freedom of the high seasThe freedom of navigation on the high seas is a well-recognized
principle ofinternational law. The decision for the Fisheries Jurisdiction cases (1973-1974)by the International
Court reinforced the principle. The case involved Iceland'sunilateral extension of its fishing zones from 12 to 50
miles. The Court ruled thatthis act by Iceland constitutes a violation of Article 2 of the 1958 Convention onthe
High Seas, which provides that state practice must respect established prin-ciples of international law with regard to
the high seas. Land-locked states also enjoy the freedom of the high seas. In addition, it is recognized that states
en-joy the freedom to conduct naval exercises on the high seas. The exerdse of the freedom of the high seas would
respect the interests ofother states, and is subject to the general rules of international law, for exam-ple, those as
regards peaceful settlement of disputes and nonuse of force. One of the most controversial issues may be found in
the circumstanceswhere nuclear tests are conducted on the high seas. The Nuclear Test Ban Trea-ty , which came
into force in 1963 expressly prohibited nuclear tests on the highseas.
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