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0 O O pre-Games and Games periods, a key aspect of this strategy of association is for Olympic hosts to decide on
the way in which they are going to interpret aspects of the Olymplc Movement, history and ideology to match their
characteristics. The Athens Games Of 2004, for example, focussed on the link between ancient and modern. A key
part of the Olympic Games is its link to its ancient history, but it is also a global phenomenon that represents the
pinnacle of modern sport. Athens wished to draw on this association to promote the value of its ancient culture and
history to tourists, but to also show that it was a modern country with a high-quality tourism infrastructure.
Similarly, the forthcoming Games in London in 2012 have linked the international nature of the Olympic Games
(each of the Olympic rings represents one of the World's continents) with the multicultural nature of London, its
population and its tourism product. Such local interpretations of Olympic themes by host cities and countries
should be a clear and consistent part of marketing strategies in the pre-Games and Games periods. The important
aspect of such strategies is to use the Olympics to portray messages and associations that are relevant to more
general tourists, rather than associations specific to those interested in the Olympic Games. In focussing on more
generic associations, hosts are less likely to alienate "aversion markets" who are put-off by the Games themselves.
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