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[0 O The Lafayette students shook their heads in wonder.Somebody must be playing a joke on them. If this
big;fellow was the whole Carlisle track team[] he would becompeting against an entire Lafayette squad.[] (1 He
did. He ran sprints, he ran hurdles, he ran distantraces. He high-jumped, he broad-jumped. He threw thejavelin
and the shot. Finishing first in eight events, the bigfellow beat the whole Lafayette team.[J [0 The big fellow was Jim
Thorpe, the greatestAmerican athlete of modem times. Thorpe was born in apoor family of Indian tribe. But he had
excellent naturalgifts for athletic sports from his childhood. He excelledin every sport he tried. He had incredible

speed and power.
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