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[0 O Reading Comprehension(] [ Introduction] Below is a passage followed by six statements. Read the passage
carefully and then decide whether the statements are true 00 TCI or false 0 FOI .0 OO A Tall Storey When plans for
the "Shard of Glass"[J near London Bridge[d were unveiled in 20000] English Heritage condemned the tower as
"Europe’ s tallest building and London’s greatest folly". Since then[d the disputes have come thick and fast. Only
after a public enquiry did Renzo Piano's sky- scraper win planning consent at the end of 2003. The scheme is
plagued by legal wrangles about its ownership. And most emblematic of allCJ is the fuss over the four metres at the
building's spire.C] O The Sellar Property Group a backer of the 310 metre [0 1[0 016 feetd Shard[ insists the
pointy bits at the top serve as ventilation. Rubbish[J say the people behind the rival 63-storeyBishopsgate Tower.
Because they are a "mast"[] and thus not part of the building at alll] the European title belongs to their own 307.25
metre "Hetler-Skelter".[J [J Such wrangles are everything in a city that is fast becomin grecognized for its
spectacular schemes to put up new towers. Since the last glass tile was stuck on Swiss Re's "Erotic Gherkin" in late
200300 at least six high-rise towers containing at least 3751 000 square metres of office space have been proposed
for the city though in a market distinctly lacking tenantsCJ it is hard to say precisely when they will be built.[]

[J Proposals have come from all sides] including the two largest British property firms[J] Land Securities and
British Land. If builtD] the Helter-Skoher will be 72.25 metre] higher than One Canada Square in Canary Wharf
and twice the height of the BT Telecom Tower. "Trophy architects” are thick on the ground-anovelty for staid
London architecture. Lord Fosterl] Lord Rogers and Jean Nouvel(] a French visionary[d are busy. So is Rafael
Vinolyll a Uruguayan finalistin New York's Ground Zero project.[] [0 Why the rush of lugh-rise extravagancel
Partly because tenants will pay more for a board room with a view. But anxiety mattersC] too. The Corporation of
London[J the Square Mile's local authority[] wants more tall buildings because it fears competition from rival
financial districts- and not just Frankfurt and Paris. Canary Wharf in Docklands has poached several big banks
from the City in the past decade. The Corporation is determined to prevent that from happening [J again.
Although the demand for office space is not strong just now[] it wants to be ready with a list of approved
skyscraper when the market eventually picks up. It has an ally in Ken Livingstone[d London's mayor[] who thinks
tall buildings add to the capital's prestige.[J O Yet in streets once trod by Dick Wluttington and his cat] all that
history can get in the way. English Heritage is reluctant to lose listed buildings[] conservation areas and views of St
Paul's Cathedral. Hence the world-class arcbitecture. It is easier to see off heritage groups if a listed building is
replaced by a scheme from Lord Rogets.[] [ The conservationists are fighting back[] saying tall
buildings-however prestigious will block views of St Paul's Cathedral and Westminster Abbey. Mr. Livingstone has
proposed adding 16 city vistas to the ten protected today[] But conservationists complain that the listed views will
be narrower. Adam WilkinsonO of Save Britain' s HeritageJ saysCl "The guidelines are cheeky really...new plans
will alter their historic settings through sheer height. "O O 00 O
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