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O O Actuallydd many language experts have agreed that listening com.prehension is both a bottom.up and top

[0 down process.Researches haveindicated that the view which sees listening comprehension only as aprocess of
passing through a number of consecutive stagesC] or levelsC] phonemes words[ syntax[] semantic
content.literal meaning.situationalunderstanding] in a fixed way is problematic] Buck 200001 31 . Thefact that
the listener's being able to understand a word before his deco-ding of its sound while listening and that his
hypothesizing the cominginformation by utilizing his knowledge of the world fully reveal that lis-tening
comprehension is more a top..down process than a bottom-up one.[J [0 As can be easily understood[ listening is
a complex process whichdemands active involvement from the listener.In order to interpret andreconstruct the
message that the speaker intends the listener must ac.tively contribute knowledge from both linguistic and
non-linguisticsources.The linguistic knowledge involved in listening process includesknowledge of phonology

[ lexis syntax[J semantics] discourse struc-ture[] pragmatics and sociolinguistics. The non-1linguistic
knowledge in-cludes knowledge of the topicl] the context and general knowledgeabout the world.[J [J The active
nature of listening comprehension is decided by the op-eration of listening process.Firstlyl] during this on-going
process of ex-posure to a stream of information inputl the listener must first constructan interpretation of what
the text is about and then continually modifyhis interpretation aft new information becomes available.Secondly(T it
isonly by applying his linguistic language that he can divide the continu.OUS stream of sound into meaningful
units at alllJ and it is only by sim.
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