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O O Itis significant that we identified not just oned] but several] clusters of patterns that differentiated the texts.
SimilarlyC] we identified not just oneld but several contextual dimensions that had &ldquo;got into&rdquo; the
texts. This plurality suggests that a text is the weaving together simultaneously of several different strands of
meanings.] If we ask[] for example[d what text (0 10 &ldquo;is about&rdquo; [ that isC] what it means] (I we
need to recognize that it is about more than one thing at a time. On the one hand[d the text makes meanings about
a reality [0 whatpostmodernism isC] who was involved in its development[d etc.[] . But these ideational meanings
are not the only meanings the text is making. In addition[J the text is also saying something about the
writer&Isquo;s attitudes to his topic and his role relationship with his readers. These are the interpersonal meanings
of the text. Finallyll through its strand of textual meaningsC] the text is saying something about how it is organized
as a linguistic event [ that islJ that it is a written text[] and should be read as such(J .00 [J It is these notions of the
strands of meanings in textl] and their correlation with contextual dimensionsl] that give approaches to R &amp;
GT their two common themes. Firstly[] they focus on the detailed analysis of variation in linguistic features of
discoursel] thatis(] there is explicitC] ideally quantifiable] specification of lexical(] grammatical and semantic
patterns in text. Secondly] R &amp; GT approaches seek to explain linguistic variation by reference to variation in
context[] thatist] explicit links are made between features of the discourse and critical variables of the social and
cultural context in which the discourse is enacted. Register and genre are the technical concepts employed to
explain the meaning and function of variation between texts.[J [J &hellip;&hellip;
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