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O O It is the common error of builders and parentsto follow some plan they think beautiful (0 and perhaps isso[]
[0 without considering that nothing is beautiful that isdisplaced. Hence we see so many edifices raised that
theraisers can never inhabit, being too large for their fortunes.Vistas are laid open over barren heaths, and
apartmentscontrived for a coolness very agreeable in Italy, but killingin the north of Britain: thus every woman
endeavoursto breed her daughter a fine lady, qualifying her for astation in which she will never appear, and at the
sametime incapacitating her for that retirement to which sheis destined. Learning, if she has a real taste for it, will
notonly make her contented, but happy in it. No entertainmentis so cheap as reading, nor any pleasure so lasting.
Shewill not want new fashions, nor regret the loss of expensivediversions, or variety of company, if she can be
amusedwith an author in her closet. To render this amusementextensive, she should be permitted to learn the
languages.| have heard it lamented that boys lose so many years inmere learning of words: this is no objection to a
girl,, whosetime is not so precious: she cannot advance herself in anyprofession, and has therefore more hours to
spare; and asyou say her memory is good, she will be very agreeablyemployed this way.[] [0 There are two cautions
to be given on this subject:first, not to think herself learned when she can readLatin, or even Greek. Languages are
more properly tobe called vehicles of learning than learning itself, asmay be observed in many schoolmasters, who,
thoughperhaps critics in grammar, are the most ignorant fellowsupon earth. [0 [0 [0 [
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