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[0 O None of it is guaranteed to happen. Doubtless there will be many twistings and turningsC] moments of
tension and suspensel] backsliding by either side that threatens to abort the whole process before a real peace is
nailed down. 29 But the odds seem to be that one will be achieved. Last weeks breakthrough was the result less of
altruism than of simple realism.[J [0 Secret talks in Oslo built enough trust to impel Arafat and Rabin to take the
first step recognition.[] [0 The difficulty of that cannot be overstated. 30 For decades[] Arafat and other Arab
leaders would not even utter the word Israel. When they absolutely had to name the enemyd they referred to

“ the Zionist entity” . On the Israeli side[] former Prime Minister Golda Meir denied there were any such people
as Palestinians[] and one of her successors] Yitzhak Shamir(J] implied that Palestinians are not quite human(]
he described themas“ grasshoppers compared to us” .00 [T ......
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