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00 O Animals bite for all sorts of reasons[] dncluding teething[] fear[] a desire to play] and illness. There are lots
of steps you can take to curb this behavior] but if you ever feel frightened by a pet that bites[] its time to call your
vet or an animal behaviorist.[] O If you have a large[] powerful dog that bitesC] contact a professional trainer
before someone gets hurt. Dont ever try to hit[] shakell or physically confront a biting dog. That serves only to
worsen the confrontation and you or someone else is liable to be injured.[] [J You can lessen the chances that
your dog will grow up to be a biter by making sure the animal gets lots of human contact early. When you bring the
puppy home[ start a set of handling rules right away. Pet the dog often. Handle his paws and gently rub his ears.[]
(I That will teach the dog that being touched by a human is a social interaction to look forward tol1 not fear.
When the puppy is comfortable with the immediate family[] invite friends or neighbors over to handle and play
with her. This will reinforce the lesson.[] [1 One way to keep your dog from biting a stranger-even if your dogs not
a biter-is to set boundaries around your dog with other people. Just as you wouldnt let a stranger walk up to you
and pick up your childJ step in when someone you dont know approaches your dog to pet her. Ask the stranger
to approach the dog quietly and calmly and to hold out her hand with the palm down and the fingers under the
thumb in a fist O to protect the fingersC] . That way the dog can get a good whiff of the person right away.
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