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前言

　　认识蒋景阳老师是在博士课程班。
她的求学精神和积极向上的态度给我留下了很深的印象。
当她在她的学术专著《外语课堂交际活动研究》将要付梓之前请我写序时，我欣然答应了。
　　蒋景阳从事大学英语教学二十年、大学英语教学管理多年，具有丰富的教学和管理经验。
在最近18个学期的由学生进行的教学评估中，她得到17次优秀。
可见，她具有的先进教学理念和课堂掌控能力，深得学生的喜爱。
可以说，这本有关课堂交际活动的书，是她多年教学经验的总结，是一部厚积薄发、水到渠成的作品
。
　　改革开放以来，我国的外语教学得到了迅猛的发展，教学规模和质量都有了很大的提高。
尤其是最近几年我国加了世贸组织、申奥和申博的成功等重要事件，使我国在政治、经济、文化和教
育各领域对外开放的广度和深度有了新的拓展，对能够使用外语交际的人才的需求也随之增加。
如何培养出具有外语交际能力的人才对我们广大的外语老师来说是一个挑战。
目前，无论是国内还是国外，专门论述中国大学英语课堂教学的书不多，针对口语交际能力的论著更
为稀少。
因此，蒋景阳老师的这本专著可以说填补了这方面的空白。
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章节摘录

　　It is widely acknowledged that English is becoming more and moreimportant as a vehicle for communication
with the outside world both foracquiring and exchanging information. To know a language means being able
tounderstand what one reads and hears, and to speak and write in that language. InChina, English enjoys a critical
position in the curriculum from elementaryschool to university. Most Chinese students are learning English at
every levelof their studies, even in graduate school. Despite the fact that departments andschool authorities have
attached so much importance to the English language,English education in China is still not very successful. It is
possible for studentsto learn English for over ten years and yet still not be able to say one sentencefluently,
confidently and appropriately. Whether it is a common situation is notfor me to say, however, I can state that the
speaking ability or communicativecompetence of the learners must be improved and enhanced so as to meet
theincreasing demand of the developing social needs,　　It has long been the case that Chinese learners 
（probably not only Chineselearners） have an imbalanced ability in reading, listening, speaking and
writing.Students are generally better at reading and listening than speaking and writing.Between speaking and
writing, speaking is unquestionably the more difficultskill for students to learn. Kachru （1985: 12——15）
proposes three concentriccircles of English for world Englishes: the inner circle, the outer circle, and theexpanding
circle. These circles represent the types of spread, the patterns ofacquisition, and the functional domains in which
English is used across culturesand languages. The use of English in China belongs to the third circle since it isused
as a foreign language. It is learned through long-term formal training.English being a foreign language means that
the out-of-class English learningenvironment is sorely lacking. The classroom as a learning environment
shouldassume a more important role for English learning, especially for the skill of.speaking. In order to take full
advantage of precious classroom time, it isnecessary to explore what actually happens in the classroom. This
constitutesthe central component of classroom research.
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