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0000000 Very welld thought 1T “ if you can bring order out of that confusion] mydear uncle[] you are
acleverman.” * Letusexamine carefully,” said he again[] taking up the leaf upon which I had written. Here is
a series of one hundred and thirty-two letters in apparent disorder.There are words consisting of consonants only
(0 as nrrllsd othersC] on theother hand[ in which vowels predominatel] as for instance the fifth[J uneeief,orthe
last but oneJ oseibo.Now this arrangement has evidently not been premeditated it has arisen mathematically in
obedience to the unknown lawwhich has ruled in the succession of these letters.It appears to me a certaintythat the
original sentence was written in a proper manner,and afterwards distorted by a law which we have yet to
discover.Whoever possesses the key ofthis cipher will read it with fluency.What is that key[

Axell have you got it

" lanswered not a word[J and for a very good reason.My eyes had fallenupon a charming picture[J suspended
against the wallJ the portrait of Grfiuben.My uncle’ S ward was at that time at Altonal] staying with a relation

[J and in herabsence 1 was very downheaed[] for I may confess it to you now,the prettyVirlandaise and the
professor'S nephew loved each other with a patience and a calmness entirely German.We had become engaged
unknown to my uncleJ] who was too much taken up with geology to be able to enter into such feelingsas
ours.Griuben was a lovely blue-eyed blonde[ rather given to gravity and seriousnesst] but that did not prevent her
from loving me very sincerely.As formel[J | adored her,if there is such a word in the German language. Thus it
happened that the picture of my pretty Virlandaise threw me in a moment out ofthe world of realities into that of
memory and fancy.There looked down upon me theithful companion of my labours and myrecreations.Every day
she helped me to arrange my uncle's precious specimens] she and I labelled them together.Mademoiselle Griuben
was an accomplished mineralogist(] she could have taught a few things to a savant.She was fond ofinvestigating
abstruse scientific questions.What pleasant hours we have spentin study[] and how often | envied the very stones
which she handled with her charming fingers.

Page 6



00004, tushu007.com
<O QO00dn>>

goon

Page 7



00004, tushu007.com
<O QO00dn>>

goon
gobboooboupbDFODODDODOOOO0O0O0OO0OOOODOOO

0000000 :http://www.tushu007.com

Page 8



