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O O "John is in such spirits today[]

" said she, on his taking Miss Steeles pockethandkerchief and throwing it out of window. "He is full of monkey
tricks."0J O And soon afterwards, on the second boys violently pinching one of thesame ladys fingers, she fondly
observed, "How playful William is[]

"0 O "And here is my sweet little Anuamaria,” she added, tenderly caressing alittle girl of three years old, who had
not made a noise for the last two minutes;"And she is always so gentle and quiet. Never was there such a quiet
littlething[d]

"[0 OO0 But unfortunately in bestowing these embraces, a pin in her ladyshipsbead-dress, slightly scratching the childs
neck, produced from this pattern ofgentleness such violent screams as could hardly be outdone by any
creatureprofessedly noisy. The mothers consternation was excessive; but it could notsurpass the alarm of the Miss
Steeles, and everything was done by all three, inso critical an emergency, which affection could suggest as likely to
assuage theagonies of the little sufferer. She was seated in her mothers lap, covered withkisses, her wound bathed
with lavender-water, by one of the Miss Steeles, whowas on her knees to attend her, and her mouth stuffed with
sugar plums by theother. With such a reward for her tears, the child was too wise to cease crying.She still screamed
and sobbed lustily, kicked her two brothers for offering totouch her, and all their united soothings were ineffectual
till Lady Middletonluckily remembering that in a scene of similar distress last week some apricotmarmalade had
been successfully applied for a bruised temple, the sameremedy was eagerly proposed for this unfortunate scratch.
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