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0000 OO0 Thesetwo contrasting perspectives should provide you with a greater understanding of the
historical enmity influencing relations between Sunni and Shiites in Iraq as they endeavor to set religious
interpretations aside and unite under a banner of nationalism. With the death of the last of the caliphates who had
known Muhammad, the era of the "Rightly Guided Caliphs" ended and the Umayyad Caliphate (1 A.D. 661-7500]
began. This era brought many changes to Islam, one of which was the relocation of the capital from Medina in
Arabia to Damascus, in Syria. Of greater importance, consolidation of the Middle East enabled Muslims to embark
on the conquest of more distant lands.Soon the forces of Islam were moving into Central Asia and across what is
now Iran and Afghanistan into the Indus River Valley [ part of modern-day PakistanC] . To the west,Muslim
armies marched across North Africa and crossed into southern Spain in 710.They remained a significant presence
there until 1492, when Christian armies forced the Muslims to abandon Granada, their last bastion on the Iberian
Peninsula. In the mid-eighth century, the Umayyad Caliphate was succeeded by the Abbasid Caliphate [0 749-1258
O and the seat of government was moved to Baghdad. Under the Abbasids, an empire that had previously been
controlled by an Arab hierarchy was changed into a multiethnic theocracy, dominated by Muslims of non-Arab
origin. With Islam as the uniting force, all believers, regardless of ethnicity or place of origin, were considered equal.
Under the Abbasids, Baghdad became one of the world's most important cities, and its wealth enabled Muslim
emissaries to continue to expand Islamic influence. But this preeminence could not be sustained. As a result of
political decline, agricultural failure, and the rise of numerous independent Islamic dynasties in other regions, by
the tenth century Baghdad's control of the Islamic empire had become decentralized. These new powers further
increased the spread of Islamic culture as the new dynasties sought to emulate Baghdad, becoming centers for
learning, art, and craftsmanship.
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