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00 O Yet in many cases, Koreans strike out on their own because they have hit, or afraid theywill hit, a "glass ceiling”
in American corporations. Mins estimates suggest that 60percent of the greengrocers have college degrees. Many
would be working in the professionsif they thought they had a fair shot at promotion. As one Asian graduate
student put it, Americans tend to see Asians as "high-tech coolies," fit for technical jobs but unable forupper
management.[J [0 Unemployed Asian youths, particularly the Indochinese, are fueling a different growthindustry,
street gangs. In Boston, there are perhaps 100 Southeast Asian youths in gangswith names like the Oriental Street
Boys and the Tiny Rascals, says Ratha Yem, a specialassistant to the Massachusetts attorney general. Some have no
home, and a maiority havewitnessed the death of a family member in violence back in Indochina. In New York,
similarbut even larger groups are challenging the Mafia as a leading mob threat. The desperation ofthese youths
points to other holes in the model-minority image: by one estimate, the influxof refugees in the 1980s raised the
number of Asian-Americans living close to or below thepoverty line to 20 percent.[] [J Martyrs: Its perhaps not
surprising then that some Asian-Americans see themselves asbrothers in suffering with African-Americans. In some
areas, there are real parallels. Bothgroups have their martyrs. The Asians Rodney King was Vincent Chin, a
27-year-oldChinese-American beaten to death in Detroit by a white autoworker and his stepson whoreportedly
called Chin a "Jap. His attackers got off in 1983 with three years on probationand a small fine on manslaughter
charges —— a slap on the wrist that still upsets the Asian-American community.
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