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(0 O O Marco Polo was a merchant who had traveled east to China. After seeing the greatwealth of China, Marco
Polo returned to Europe and wrote about the wonders he hadseen. Some Europeans did not believe Polo's
amazing stories. Others, however, wereeager to visit Asia and get some wealth for themselves.Christopher
Columbus read and believed Marco Polo’s story and devised a plan to sailto Asia. He wanted to visit the lands of
China. Columbus thought that if he sailed westfrom Europe he would eventually come to Asia. Columbus landed
on the island of SanSalvador on October 12, 1492. Because Columbus thought he had reached India, a part ofAsia,
he referred to the people on the island as Indians. Even though Columbus wasthousands of miles away from India,
the name he gave to the Native Americans remains tothis day, and the islands he reached are now called the West
Indies.Columbus visited several islands in the West Indies as he continued his search forgold. On this first journey,
Columbus never actually landed on the coast of North orSouth America. Columbus made three more journeys to
America. On each one he showedhis superior talents as a navigator.Columbus was a great man because he showed
others the way to do something thatwas supposedly impossible——sail across the unknown ocean. Soon after
Columbus earlyvoyages, other men sailed west. Columbus led the way for the settlement of the NewWorld, part of
which was to become the United States of America.After news of Columbus discovery spread, other sea captains
lost their fear ofsaiing across the Atlantic Ocean. They were eager to make their own discoveries. Onesuch explorer,
an Italian named Amerigo Vespucci, claimed that he had crossed theAtlantic Ocean four times between 1497 and
1500. He wrote a letter saying, "I havefound a new world. "Although Columbus really found the New World before
Vespucci, Vespucci was thefirst person to call it the "New World. " In 1507, a German mapmaker did not know
whatname to give the New World. After reading Vespucci's letters, the mapmaker decided toname the New World
"America" in honor of the man he thought had discovered it——Amerigo Vespucci.
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