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UNITED STATES HISTORYAny discussion of American history must begin with an analysis of the people who
cre-ated the United States. It is these first immigrants who set the tone for what was to fol-low from 1607 to the
present. The power and influence of these first settlers is clearlypointed out by McElroy when he notes, "Never
before in history has a society made upchiefly of self-determining, self-selected immigrants and their descendants
come intobeing in a place that offered so much opportunity for gain for those who would workfor it."161 McElroy
also maintains that "primary American cultural beliefs derive from"these initial settlers and that they "began the
process of distinguishing American be-havior from European behavior, which during the next eight generations led
to the for-mation of a new American culture."162 What McElroy is suggesting is that much ofwhat we now call
American culture can be traced to a distinctive population that ar-rived at the outset of this country’s history——a
population that arrived believing inmany of the values that continue to endure in the U.S., such as hard work,
improve-ment, practicality, freedom, responsibility, equality, and individuality.163 These first settlers, who were
predominantly Anglo-Saxons, brought with themsome English values, the English system of law, and the basic
organization of com-merce that was prevalent during the sixteenth century. Just as these first settlers werebeginning
to stake out a culture, they were almost immediately confronted with awave of non-Anglo-Saxons arriving through
migration. And as we noted earlier, these"new citizens" continue to arrive even today. This ongoing influx of
immigrants, bothlegal and illegal, has produced what is sometimes referred to as the first multiculturalnation in the
world. Although cultural integration did not come easily during the early stages of the for-mation of the United
States, the shared desire of the American people to be separatedfrom what was known as the Crown and Divine
Right, as well as from the Church ofEngland, provided the impetus to seek unity. This impetus led, in part, to the
binding ofthe English settlers with Germans, Irish, and other ethnicities into a social fabric ampleenough to contain
Catholics, Congregationalists, and Methodists and to unite North,South, East, and West within a national
framework. Americans wanted to separatealienable rights——those that could be voluntarily surrendered to the
government——frominalienable rights, those that could not be surrendered or taken away, even by a gov-ernment
of the people. 164 The fundamental American proposition became "life, liberty,and the pursuit of happiness” for
each individual, whose liberties had to be securedagainst the potentially abusive power of government. The desire
to escape the Crownand the Church of England also gave rise to what is commonly referred to as the doc-trine of
separation of church and state, which prohibits the government from support-ing any single form of religion or
from blocking anyone from practicing their desiredreligion.165 This doctrine is currently at the forefront of U.S.
political activity, as ques-tions of abortion rights, school prayer, and governmental-sponsored displays of the
TenCommandants are debated at the highest levels of government.
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