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0000 0O O O Guided Participation in Adult Aetivities When you were a young child, did you sometimes help
a parent or older sibling bake pastries in the kitchen[

Did the cook let you pour, measure, and mix ingredients when you were old enough to do so[

Did the cook also give you directions or suggestions as you performed these tasks[]
Virtually all cultures allow-and, in fact, usually require-children to be involved in adult activities to some degree

[0 Rogoff, 20030 . Children’s early experiences often occur at the fringe of an activity, and their involvement is
mediated, scaffolded, and supervised through what is sometimes known as guided participation. From a
Vygotskian perspective, gradual entry into adult activities enables children to engage in behaviors and thinking
skills within their zones of proximal development. It also helps children tie newly acquired skills and thinking
abilities to the speafic contexts in which they are apt to be useful later on O more on this point in Chapter 81 . As
chil- dren acquire greater competence, they gradually take a more central role in a partic- ular activity until,
eventually, they are full-fledged partiapants [J R. Gaskins, 1999; Lave &amp; Wenger, i991; Rogoff et al., 20070 .
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