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[0 O The ambivalence of assimilation can cut both ways. Many native-born Americans also seem to harbor mixed
feelings about the process. As a nation[] the United States increasingly promotes diversity[] but there are
underlying concerns that the more emphasis there is on the factors that set people apart[] the more likely that
society will end up divided.[J [0 With Hispanics[] especially Mexicans[] accounting for an increasing proportion
of US population growth it is this group] more than any otherd that is redefining the melting pot.]

O Hispanics now have overtaken blacks as the largest minority group in Nebraska and will become the biggest
minority in the country within the next seven years[] according to Census Bureau projections. The nations 29
million Hispanics[] the great majority of them from Mexicoll have thus become the main focus for questions
about how the United States today is assimilating immigrantsC] or how it is being transformed.[J] [J In many places
[J new Hispanic immigrants have tended to cluster in "niche" occupationsC] live in segregated neighborhoods and
worship in separate churches. In this behavior they are much like previous groups of immigrants. But their heavy
concentrations in certain parts of the countryl] their relatively close proximity to their native lands and their sheer
numbers give this wave of immigrants an unprecedented potential to change the way the melting pot traditionally
has worked.[J OJ Never before have so many immigrants come from a single country- Mexico——-or from a
single linguistic source——Spanish-speaking Latin America. Since 197000 more than half of the estimated 20
million foreign-born people who have settled in the United States[] legally and illegally(] have been Spanish
speakers.[] [J Besides sheer numberst] several factors combine to make this influx unprecedented in the history of
American immigration. This is the first time that such large numbers of people are immigrating from a contiguous
country. And since most have flowed into relatively few statesC] congregating heavily in the American Southwest[]
Mexican Americans have the capacity to develop much greater cohesion than previous immigrant groups. Today
Hispanics
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