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[0 O The pattern of China’  S.foreign trade has changed substantiallysince the founding of the People’ s
Republic.During the 1950s Chinaexported agricultural products to the USSR and East European coun-tries in
return for manufactured goods and the capital equipment re-quired for the countrys industrialisation programme
which placed am-phasis on the development of heavy industry.The Great Leap Forward[]

1958-1959 initially produced gains in agricultural and industrialproductiond but subsequently resulted in serious
economic imbalances.Economic problems were exacerbated by three bad harvestst] 1959-1961C1 with the result
that national income and the volume[d

f foreigntrade contracted during 1960-1962.C1 [1 The withdrawal of Soviet economic and technical aid in the earlv
(1 1960s caused trade to shift away from the USSR and its Comecon part-ners towards Japan and Westerfi
Europe.A consistent theme of China’ s foreign trade policies has been the strong emphasis which has beenplaced
On developing trade relations with the 7hird World countries.
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