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[0 O Most people care about the environment. But what exactly dose that mean[]

When we talkabout "environment problems" that need to be addressed, what do we have in mind[J

00 O The "environment" can mean different things to different people. Simply said, theenvironment can be defined
as ones surroundings. In terms of the environmental engineersinvolvement, however, a more specific definition is
needed. The unabridged Random Housedictionary defines environment as "the aggregate of surrounding things,
conditions orinfluences, especially as affecting the existence or development of someone or something”.[]

[ Generally, the term environment refers to the physical environment that surrounds us. Thisincludes the air we
breathe, the water we drink, and the land, oceans, rivers, and forests thatcover the earth. To an increasing extent it
also includes the buildings, highways, and modeminfrastructure of urban settings in which a growing proportion of
the worlds population resides. This environment will directly and indirectly affects the viability of all living things on
theplanet such as the people, plants, birds, fish, and others animals that we care about.[] [J To the environmental
engineer, the word environment may take on global dimensions~,may refer to a very localized area in which a
specific problem must be addressed, or may, in thecase of contained environments, refer to a small volume of
liquid, gaseous, or solid materialswithin a treatment plant reactor.[] OJ The global environment consists of the
atmosphere, the hydrosphere and the lithosphere inwhich the life-sustaining resources of the earth are contained~.
The atmosphere, a mixture ofgases extending outward from the surface of the earth, evolved from elements of the
earth thatwere gasified during its formation and metamorphosis. The hydrosphere consists of the oceans,the lakes
and streams and the shallow groundwater bodies that interflow with the surface water. The lithosphere is the soil
mantle that wraps the core of the earth.
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