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Introductionl. China and Television2. Catching the Wave3. TV Drama Series: On and Offstage
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O O O At 15:02, the first group of TV journalistsgathered at the Beijing Capital Airport. WhilePremier Wen was on
a plane to quake-strickenareas, at the same time Channel One and theNews Channel of CCTV decided to start
livebroadcasts on the Wenchuan earthquake. Staffwere immediately divided into several teamsand quickly sent to
work on every link for livebroadcasts, while the headquarters were movedto the frontlines.At 15:20, live broadcasts
replaced regularprogramming on the two channels, which for24 hours covered only news about the earth-quake.
The scenes unfolded one after another:post-quake Wenchuan's catastrophic situation;ongoing rescue work;
survivors being inter-viewed; and the latest death tolls and reportsof collapsed schools and hospitals,
mountingnumbers people found extremely difficult todigest.
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