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00 O BICYCLES sounding their bells shuttled in and out of the lane ,a two-way lane used as a thoroughfare. It was
lined with smart modern houses, but at one end people had built many shacks .None of these had gas installed, so
firewood crackled and smok ebelched as they lit their stoves. A boy seated in front of one smoky stove was eating
pot stickers. First he ate the pastry, keeping back the meat stuffing. He put those pitifully small meatballs in the
bottom of a large bowl, then ate them one by one.[0 "Did you never eat meat in your last life[]

" swore Grandad.Grandad was eating a big bowl of thick gruel.0 The boy chomped the meat stuffing.[J "That
child chomps like a pig," said Granny, across the way. She was lighting her stove, her tattered fan wafting up wreaths
of black smoke.[J "lve not stinted him of meat. The wretch must have starved to death in his last life[]

" Grandad angrily rapped his chopsticks on the back of the boys head.[1 Ducking. the boy chomoed more loudly.
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