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[0 O There are thousands of languages in the world. Each language seems to be the mostimportant to those who
speak it as their native language. This is not strange at all(] seeingthat it is the language they learned at their mothers
knees and may be the only languagemany of them will ever know all their lives. The importance of a language can
be judged according to several things. The first isthe number of native speakers that a language happens to have.
The second is how widelythe native speakers are distributed over the world. Next comes the culturalCl economic
andpolitical influence of those who speak it as their mother tongue. There can be no doubt now that English is one
of the worlds most widely usedlanguages. People use a language in three ways. as a native languageld as a
secondlanguagel] or as a foreign language. English is spoken as a native language by nearly 300million peoplel] in
the United Statesl] Britain[J Australial] New Zealand[] Canadal] someCaribbean countriesl] and South
Africa. As asecond languagel] English is often necessaryfor official (] business] educationl] information and
other activities in a great many countriessuch as Indiall] PakistanJ Singapore[d and the Philippines. It is one of
the few “ working” languages of the United Nations and is more frequently used than the others.
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