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[0 O This sixth edition contains a considerable expansion of the end-of-chapternotes. There have been many
exciting developments since these were lastrevised[] which are now described in the notes. It is hoped that these
willprovide an avenue leading the interested reader towards current researchareas. The notes for some chapters
were written with the generous help ofother authorities. Professor D. Masser updated the material on Chapters4
and 1100 while Professor G.E. Andrews did the same for Chapter 19. Asubstantial amount of new material was
added to the notes for Chapter 21by Professor T.D. Wooley[d and a similar review of the notes for Chapter 24was
undertaken by Professor R. Hans-Gill. We are naturally very gratefulto all of them for their assistance.[] [J In
additionl] we have added a substantial new chapter] dealing with ellip-tic curves. This subjectl] which was not
mentioned in earlier editions] hascome to be such a central topic in the theory of numbers that it was feltto
deserve a full treatment. The material is naturally connected with theoriginal chapter on Dlophantine Equations.[]
0 Finallydl we have corrected a significant number of misprints in thefifth edition. A large number of
correspondents reported typographical ormathematical errorsC] and we thank everyone who contributed in this
way.[J [0 The proposal to produce this new edition originally came from ProfessorsJohn Maitland Wright and
John Coates. We are very grateful for theirenthusiastic support.
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