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(] O Before the interstates were constructed[] even a trip within an individual state often took con-siderable
planning two-lane roads] dangerous and slow[] were common The interstates] toredown the invisible walls
around U. S. towns. President Eisenhower was in favor of building the in-terstatesC] because he believed that[] in
atime of warJ they would be helpful in moving troops andsupplies. But their immediate effect was to make
Americans feel that certain doors had been un-locke& With the interstates came a sense of freedom. A person
could drive anywhere-everywhereeasily. Suddenly] horizons were unlimited. "Local" didn't mean quite the same
thing it used to.Getting away was effortless.[] [0 The introduction of national television meant that for the first time
in historyd people in everycorner of the country were watching exactly the same thing at exactly the same
moment. It con-nected the countryd in a way that even network radio hadn't accomplished[] and it was because
ofthe quality of the TV pictures. As with the interstates(] coast-to-coast television was a cure to sepa-ration. Those
who ran the newly formed television networks had an enormous amount of power.Their decisions about what to
put on the air determined what people would be talking about thenext day. They controlled what people would
laugh at and when[J what people would cry over andwhen what would anger people and when it would anger
them.O O OO
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