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(0 O By 1991 their love had deepened[] and they were hap-py. Later that year, Bill developed a white spot on
histongue. He visited a doctor.[] [1 One day shortly after that, Bill called Karen to sit be-side him. He said with
tears in his eyes that he loved herand wanted to live forever with her. The doctor suspectedthat he had been infected
with HIV the virus that leads toAIDS.[0 [ The family was tested. Bill and Karen s results werepositive. Bill had
become infected before he met Karen;then he passed the virus on to Karen. The childrens resultswere negative.
Within three years, Bill was dead. "I dontknow how to express what it is like to watch the oncehandsome man you
love and intend to live with forever dy-ing slowly. I cried many nights. He died three months shortof ten years of
our marriage," says Karen. Though a doctortold Karen that she would soon follow her husband intodeath, she is
still alive. The infection has progressed to theearly stages of AIDS.[ [0 Karen is but one of about 30 million people
now liv-ing with HIVV/AIDS, a figure larger than the combinedpopulations of Australia, Ireland and Paraguay.
Accordingto one UN report, Africa has 21 million of these victims. Bythe turn of the century that number could
reach 40 millionand disease will bring on the greatest disaster in humanhistory. Of the worlds sexually active adults
aged 15 to049,1 in 100 has already been infected with HIV. Of these,only 1 in 10 realizes that he or she is infected. In
someparts of Africa,25 percent of the adults are infected.[J [J Since the beginning of the spread of AIDS in
1981,about 11.7 million people have died of it. It is roughly cal-culated that in 1997 alone ,about 2.3 million people
died ofit. Nevertheless, there are fresh reasons for optimism in thebattle against AIDS. During the past few years,
there hasbeen a drop in new AIDS cases in wealthy nations. In addi-tion,promising drugs hold out hope of better
health and lon-ger life.
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