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0 00O 0O O O Disillusion with Europe was also a big factor in the second way in whichvoters protested, which
was by supporting a ragbag of populist, nationalist andexplicitly anti-EU parties. These ranged from the 16% who
backed the UKIndependence Party, whose declared policy is to withdraw from the EU andwhose leaders see their
mission as wrecking" the European Parliament, to the14% who voted for Sweden's Junelist, and the 27% of Poles
who backed one oftwo antiEU parties, the League of Catholic Families and Selfdefence. Theseresults have returned
many more Eurosceptics and trouble-makers to theparliament: on some measures, over a quarter of the new MEPS
will belong tothe awkward squad". That is not a bad thing, however, for it will make theparliament more
representative of European public opinion.But it is the third target of European voters' ire that is perhaps the
mostimmediately significant: the fact that, in many EU countries, old and new, theychose to vote heavily against
their own governments. This anti-incumbent votewas strong almost everywhere, but it was most pronounced in
Britain, the CzechRepublic, Germany, Poland and Sweden. The leaders of all the four biggestEuropean Union
countries, Tony Blair in Britain, Jacques Chirac in France,Gerhard Schroder in Germany and Silvio Berlusconi in
Italy, were each given abloody nose by their voters.
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