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[0 O China Panorama is intended for the use by international

students coming to China to study the required course "China
Panorama". As well as reading material for all of those studying

Chinese as a second language this book is the top choice for

learning Chinese culture and motivating students' interest. This

book introduces topics such as Chinese geography] culture] history[
international relations and the development of the nation.

0 O Readers will find they are inspired] challenged and provided with
cultural facts throughout the learning process. In the practice

sections[] lots of thought provoking and practical exercises are

setl] encouraging intercommunication between book and readers[]
teacher and students. It achieves the perfect match of cultural

awareness and students needs.

Page 2



00004, tushu007.com
<O QO00dn>>

good

[0 O GUO Pengl] He graduated from Peking University with Doctorial
Degree on Chinese Literature in 1997. Now he is a professor of

College of Chinese Studies at Beijing Language and Culture

University.

[0 O CHENG Long[] He graduated from Peking University with Doctorial
Degree on Chinese History in 2004. Now he is an associate professor

of College of Chinese Studies at Beijing Language and Culture

University.

O O JJANG Xiliang[ He graduated from Beijing Language and Culture
Uruversity with Master's Degree on Chinese Literature in 2010. Now

he is working at the President's Office of Beijing Language and

Culture University.

00 O WANG Qun0 She graduated from Portsmouth University in the UK with
Master's Degree on Management of Education and[] framing in 2008L] Now
she is an editor at Higher Education Press.
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OO0O0O OO0 Chineseistruly anancient language and is one of the longest livedlanguages in the world,with
the most number of speakers of any language inthe world today,Chinese is thus starting to become one of the most
studiedforeign languages. The changes undergone by the Chinese language is afascinating question and not one that
has a simple answer.The language used inChina today,is the modem version of ancient Chinese that evolved
throughoutthe ages. The clearest change to the Chinese language came about during theMay-4th Movement of
1919 which was a watershed in language reform,bringing about many simplifications to Chinese grammar.Older
versions ofChinese employed a written language known as the classical style of writing,a form that differed
significantly from how people actually spoke. This writtenform remained fairly standardized throughout much of
Chinese history for thewriting of official documents.Nowadays,people find this form quite difficultto read.since the
modern Chinese written form has been altered to reflect howChinese is actually spoken. According to
legend,several thousand years ago during the time of theYellow Emperor what is now China consisted of some 10
000 separate clans.Bythe time of the Xia the figure was around 3 000 and by the time of Zhou therewere 800
independent nation states.As one can imagine,each nation spoke theirown distinct dialect and SO with such variety
in the spoken language the onlyway to maintain any open form of communication was to develop a
commonwritten form.During the Zhou period some semblance of uniformity wascreated under the Zhou
hegemony system and the first unified Chinese script,or"elegant language",was invented which was used up until
the time of the Qinempire and thus formed the basis of the written language.After Qinshihuangunified China,in
order to maintain unity and prevent separatism,he promulgatedthe very first full set of uniform characters to be
used throughout China.
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