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[0 O My wife and | both speak Japanese fluently.She doesbecause she grew up speaking it with her parents at home
inthe U.SO and spent summers with her relatives in Nagoya.l do because I lived in Japan through part of
elementaryschool and junior high and returned to Japan periodicallyover the years.| also speak Mandarin
Chinese[d andalthough my vocabulary is somewhat limitedJ | do havevery good pronunciation and fluency.l
began studying itin college[d spent some time in Chinall and have continuedto practice and study that language as
well.Since our sonOliver is now three months oldJ my wife and | have beenthinking about how to teach him more
than one language.d We have both assumed for a long time that we wouldat least t17 to teach him Japanese.Im also
thinking abouttrying to teach our son Chinese as well. My wife wouldspeak Japanesel] and 1 would speak Chinese
(I he would pickup English in the beginning from the environment and hisgrandparents] then later from school
and from US.Threelanguages may seem like a lot[] butit’ S pretty clear thatchildren have little difficulty adjusting
to it[] and itS clearlymuch easier than attempting to learn later in life.C] Here in Northern Virginia were also lucky
to have acouple of schools nearby with bilingual Japanese-Englisheducation curricula.We haven.t made any final
decisionsabout how to approach this.process.
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