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About the Author,Laurenel.Brahm,lawyer and political economist by profession advised multinational
corporations on their investments in China spanning two decades,while consulting regional governments on

financial ,enterprise and banking reforms.
Author of over twenty books,Laurencel. Brahm is recognized as a leading commentator on Asian

political,economic and business matters.Founder of Red Capital Studio in Beijing he is now dedicated to writing
,and creating nulti-media productions.
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O O O Where is Shangri-lal]

Isit Tibet[

Some say Qinghai has more of that Tibetan feeling than Tibet, as if foreigners can determine better than Tibetans
what Tibet should feel like. Some call this packaging. The town of Lijiang, once an ancient kingdom in Yunnan,
discovered a stone tablet with the Chinese characters Xiang-ge-li-la "Shangri-la" carved on the stone. So Lijiang
advertised that it was Shangri-la. Tourists poured in. But another county called Zhongdian said that they were
Shangri-la. Tourists started going there too. Then some people in Sichuan said that Shangri-la must be there too.
They joined the dispute.In fact, none of the officials in any of the self-proclaimed Shangri-la were looking for
Shangri-la. Maybe they were just looking for tourist dollars on the back of packaging, franchising and distributing
Shangri-la. One day | sat in a Beijing Starbucks drinking coffee with pop singer Ai Jing. "A coffee shop is like a
‘peach garden beyond the realm'," she explained. "If you want to find a place more open and expansive, well
everyone has this in their mind, a place where they can feel freedom from urban hassles.” | began to think about
this, staring into a cup of cafe latte, looking for a connection to this peach garden thing.I told her about the Tibetan
ponies and my decision to follow them even if the direction was uncertain. | described the place where | kept seeing
the ponies, a vast Tibetan plain surrounded by snow capped mountains. She said it sounded like Shangri-la, a place
she had heard about, once, maybe twice. It could be found in a cup of cafe latte if one looked carefully enough. |
looked into my cup of cafe latte and did not understand. She said | was not looking carefully enough.
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