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[0 O The White Towerwas started in 1076 and completed in 1097. It is the oldest of the 20 towers which used to
stand here. We can still see many of them today. The Tower of London was first built for the purpose of protecting
and controlling the city. Today, it is one of the most popular tourist sights and attracts over three million visitors a
year.[] [ It was sometimes used as a house for the kings of England until the time of James | [ who was the king
from 1603 to 162501 but is best known as a prison and execution place. One of the most well-known executions
was that of Anne Boleyn in 1536. She was the second wife of Henry VI11. He wanted to Kill her because she could
not give him a son. She asked to be killed with a sword, rather than the usual axe. The axe can still be seen in the
Tower. The sword and the official who carried out the execution were brought over from France and with one blow
the official cut off her head.[J [0 The Tower was also the place of one of Londons most fa- mous mysteries, known
as the mystery of the Princes in the Tower. King Edward Ivdied in 1483. He had two sons, Edward and Rich- ard,
and the elder of these, Edward, became king on his fathers death. As he was only 12 years old, his uncle became his
Protec- tor until the time when he was old enough to rule the country. Young Edward lived in the Tower, and the
Duke persuaded Edwards brother to come and live there as well so that they could play together. But then the Duke
made himself the new king,
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