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0 O 2.2.2 Specificity and English articlest] [J The introduction of the relationship between definiteness andEnglish
articles in the above section helps us to understand the mean-ing encoded in English articles and the distinction
between the and aas well. It additionally points out the difference between the semanticfeatures of definiteness and
partitivity. From the discussion] we canhave a glance at the semantic complexity related to English articles. This
section will further probe into the semantic analysis of Englisharticlest] focusing on another semantic feature of
speaficityl] wl uch hasrecently been discussed a lot in the L2 acquisition of English articlesbecause the feature
[+speafic] can be expressed through both the def-mite article the and the indefinite article a in English O for
example seel1 901 I in which both a man and the man refer to a specific pen] and thatmight puzzle L2 English
learners concerning the distinction of the anda.[J 0 2.2.2.1 Specificity with aThe definition of speafiaty is usually
discussed with regard tothe indefinite article a because bothPspeafic] and [-speafic] featurescan be expressed in
indefinites with a. Specificity can be defined inrelation to the distinction of wide/narrow scope. It has long been
not-ed that English noun phrases can receive two different readingsC] a dere reading and a de dicto reading

0 Fodor & SageJ 198200 HeimO 1991[1 Lyons[J 1999(1 . In O 12alJ O the indefirute noun phrase has de re
readingbecause it scopes over the intentional verb which is a logical operator] wide scopel . In [0 12b00 O the
indefinite noun phrase has a de dicto read-ing because it scopes under the operator [J narrow scopel] . The
indefi-nite noun phrase in [J 12al] is thus speafic while that in O 12b0 isnon- specific.CJ O O O
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