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[0 O proposed by the British linguist Radford (2002: 2) that "Syntax is concerned with the formation and
interpretation of phrases and sentences"”. This would land us in a better position to explain the native speakers
knowledge about grammaticality, and to capture peoples intuitions about semantic acceptability as well. But before
more efforts are made to pin down the object for syntactic study, it is vital for us to clarify the proper notion of
language in which such structures are studied by generative syntax and other linguistic branches at large.[]

[0 Chomskys distinction between linguistic competence and per- formance in his early years has become the
cornerstone for modern syntax. According to Chomsky, competence is the native speakers underlying knowledge
of language while performance is his actual use of language in concrete situations. He further developed this dis-
tinction into I[nternal]-language and E[xternal]-language, referring respectively to the speakers internal system of
knowledge and exter-nal behavior of linguistic interaction. For Chomsky and his followers, the proper object of
syntax is linguistic competence or rather, I-language that enables humans to speak and understand their native
languages (Chomsky, 1965: 4).00 O It should be noted, however, that the linguistic competence or grammatical
knowledge of the native speaker is often tacit rather than explicit. Any native English speaker can tell you with his
intuitions that (3a) is grammatical or well-formed while (3b) is not. He can fur-ther tell you that (4a) is better than
(4b) though neither of them is grammatical. He may also be able to judge that (5a) is nonsensical while (5b) is
ambiguous. But it is unlikely for him to offer any sys-tematic theoretical explanation for the grammaticality and
acceptabil-ity of such sentences.
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