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This is a difficult book to read, not least because of its serious purpose in refuting a charge that has become too
common in some segments of the Black community in recent years which blames the Jews for the slave trade. This
stance, Friedman seems to suggest, is partly a tactic of one outside group adopting the majority's traditionally
hostile viewpoint towards another outside group for its own purposes. The two groups have had, perhaps more
often than most, a relatively close relationship, despite the divergent circumstances of their passage to the Americas,
sharing neighborhoods, poverty, and the struggle for civil rights. But they have also diverged in wealth, outlook,
politics, and aims. In the last two chapters of this book, by far the most interesting, Friedman discusses the history
of this relationship and explores its dynamics.
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