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When Natalie opens the door of her bird's cage, Chirpie flies straight to the branch of a tree. Natalie asks some local
poets to help lure Chirpie back, and they try all sorts of tricks. Nothing works, even when the poets make a
beautiful bird garden, and Natalie offers an unraveled old sweater: "A bird loves to build a beautiful nest,string and
yarn make a safe place to rest.” Then she finds the cause of the problem: a cat lurking under a bush. After Natalie
chases it away, Chirpie comes down and, later, the beautiful garden fills with other birds. The lively spare poetic
lines, many in rhyme, are nicely matched with the bright line-and-watercolor, double-page spreads, which show
the city garden in a bustling, diverse neighborhood in wide circles, true to the bird's-eye view from the tree.
Rochman, HazelJ
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